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MP Thornhill

Peter Kent Launches
Proud to be Canadian Campaign!

Dear Thornhillers,

| believe our riding of Thornhill is the greatest part of the greatest country to
live, work and do business in. I’m sure you agree. | believe it’s time to show
the rest of Canada and the world just how proud we are of our home and
native land.

To show this pride, | am launching the Thornhill Proud to be Canadian
campaign. The objectives of this campaign are threefold:

1. celebrate the rich heritage of our country and our flag;

2. ensure as many residents of this riding as possible (ideally everyone)
display the Canadian Flag on, and leading up, to Canada Day;

3. and demonstrate that this riding is the most patriotic in all of Canada.

As part of this campaign, | am personally asking your household to commit to
these goals. If we all pitch in, | believe we can show our pride in Canada, give
our riding the recognition it deserves, and have a lot of fun this Canada Day.

Several of my colleagues have agreed to host similar campaigns in their riding
and document their success, which will be measured by the number of flags
displayed on Canada Day. The winner will be granted the title of “Most
Patriotic Riding in Canada.” | believe we can win this campaign and set an
example for all ridings by having every household display a flag on Canada
Day.

How do | sign-up?

On the last two pages of this flyer, you will find a Canadian Flag. I’m asking that you cut out this flag and place it in a
window where it is clearly visible in the weeks leading up to Canada Day.

Fill out the reply card on the last page indicating that you have placed the flag in your window and send it back to my
office (no postage is required). If you do not send the response section back, you will not be counted in the official tally
so | strongly encourage you to do so.

It’s that simple.

| hope you choose to be a part of this campaign. | can’t think of a better way to celebrate the pride we have in our
great country!

PETER KENT ... PETER SHURMAN
THORNHILL CANADA DAY PICNIC

Best regards,

Thornhill Community Park Sunday June 28th
28 Centre St. 12:00pm-3:00pm

Hon. Peter Kent, PC, MP
Member of Parliament Thornhill
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When did the maple leaf become the emblem of Canada?

The maple leaf was historically used from the early days of Canada to symbolize the land and its
people. It was first proposed as an emblem of Canada in 1834 when the Société Saint-Jean-Baptiste
was founded; shortly thereafter, in 1836, Le Canadien, a newspaper published in Lower Canada,
referred to it as a suitable emblem for Canada.

It was also used in the decorations for the visit of the Prince of Wales to Canada in 1860. It appears
on the coats of arms granted to Quebec and Ontario in 1868 and as a distinctive emblem on the
royal arms of Canada proclaimed in 1921. The maple leaf was for many years the symbol of the
Canadian Armed Forces and was used to identify Canadian contingents in the two world wars. But it
wasn't to receive official status until the National Flag of Canada was proclaimed by Her Majesty
the Queen in 1965.

What is the correct designation for the Canadian flag?

The official name is the National Flag of Canada.

When was the Canadian flag officially approved and how is it described?

The National Flag of Canada was approved by Parliament in 1964 and proclaimed by Her Majesty
Queen Elizabeth Il to take effect on February 15, 1965. It is a red flag, twice as long as it is wide,
containing in its centre a white square bearing a red maple leaf. Red and white are Canada'’s official
colours and, with the maple leaf, are the symbolic elements found in the Canadian flag.

When were red and white designated Canada’s official colours?

Red and white were designated Canada'’s colours by King George V on November 21, 1921, in the
proclamation of the Royal Arms of Canada -- Canada's coat of arms.

What is the significance of the eleven points of the maple leaf?

The maple leaf, as found on the national flag, is a stylized design. The symbolism lies in the maple
leaf itself, which is the traditional emblem of Canada. There is no special significance to the eleven
points.

What other flags were previously used in Canada?

The St. George's Cross -- an English flag of the 15th century -- was carried by John Cabot when he
reached the east coast of Canada in 1497, sailing under English colours.

The fleur-de-lis was a symbol of French sovereignty in Canada from 1534, when Jacques Cartier
landed and claimed the new world for France, until the early 1760s, when Canada was ceded to the
United Kingdom. First flown over Canada in 1621, the Royal Union Flag (the Union Jack) was used
across British North America and in Canada even after Confederation in 1867.

From about 1870, various forms of the Canadian Red Ensign were used on land and sea as Canada’s
unofficial flag as well as the Union Jack. In 1945, the Canadian government authorized the use of
the Red Ensign on federal buildings within Canada until such time as a new national flag was
adopted.
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1. Cut out the flag and place it in your window
2. Fill out, detach and send back the reply card (no postage required)

Show Your Pride

Name:
Do you commit to displaying a flag on your A_ddreSS:
residence in the weeks leading up to Canada Day? City:
YES, count me in as a Proud Canadian! Postal Code:
Phone:
i 1
YES, | display a flag year round! Email:
I’'m not interested in participating

“l hope you decide to

Is Peter Kent on the right track? participate in the campaign.
With your help, having a flag on

[ ] Yes [ ] No display at every house in

Whi ch party best represent s Thomhilisnotoytafrgach.l o

most important issues? can’t think of a better way to

celebrate Canada Day.”
[ ] Conservative [ | Liberal

[] NDP [] Green [] other “Peter Kent
Are you a (check all that apply)?

Peter Kent with Prime Minister Stephen|

Harper
[ ] Senior [ ] Homeowner [ | Veteran P
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1. Cut out the flag and place it in your window
2. Fill out, detach and send back the reply card (no postage required)
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Hon. Peter Kent, MP
110 Justice Building
House of Commons
Ottawa, Ontario
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